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 Director of Proceedings, Ambassador Leonard 

Iipumbu – Chief of Protocol;  

 

 Your Excellency Dr. Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, Vice 

President and President Elect, and Lt. Gen. (Rtd) 

Ndaitwah;  

 

 The Right Honourable Dr. Saara Kuugongelwa-

Amadhila, Prime Minister and Mr. Amadhila; 

 

 Honourable John Mutorwa, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Works and Transport and Madame 

Mutorwa;  

 

 Honourable Lukas Sinimbo Muha, Chairperson of the 

National Council and Madame Muha;  

 

 Your Lordship Peter Shivute, Chief of Justice;  

 

 Madame Sustjie Mbumba, First Lady;  

 

 Hon. Sophia Shaningwa, Secretary-General of the 

SWAPO Party,  

 



 

3 

 Honourable McHenry Venaani, President of PDM and 

Leader of the Official Opposition;  

 

 Honourable Christine //Hoebes, Minister in 

Presidency and acting Minister of International 

Relations and Cooperation  

 

 Honourable Cabinet Ministers and Deputy Ministers;  

 

 Your Excellency Ms. Jovelina Costa, Ambassador of 

the Republic of Angola and Dean of the Diplomatic 

Corps;  

 

 Your Excellencies Ambassadors, High Commissioners 

and Heads of International and Regional 

Organizations;  

 

 Honourable Laura Mcleod-Katjirua, Governor of the 

Khomas Region;  

 

 Your Worship, Ndeshihafela Larandja, Mayor of the 

City of Windhoek;  

 

 Distinguished Service Chiefs;  
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 Special Invited Guests;  

 

 Members of the Media;  

 

 Good Afternoon  

 

1. I am pleased to address you at this customary 

assembly with the diplomatic community and 

development stakeholders that affords us the 

opportunity to network with one another.   

 

2. At the onset, I would like to welcome especially the 

new Heads of Mission, who have just been 

accredited this morning and equally express my 

appreciation to all of you, resident and non-resident 

Representatives for gracing this event and for your 

continuous engagement with Namibia.   

 

 Your Excellencies, 

 

3. The year 2024 was a year of great unimaginable 

challenges and painful difficulties to our citizens but 

also brought much hope for our future.  Almost a 
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year ago, on February 4, 2024, Namibia lost an 

extraordinary human being, the late President Dr. 

Hage G. Geingob.  While still in mourning, we had to 

concurrently effect a smooth transfer of power. This 

we did with your goodwill and assistance and 

especially that of our citizens. At this juncture, let 

me once again extend our deepest gratitude to you 

all and your respective governments for comforting 

us during that difficult period of our deepest loss. 

 

 Your Excellencies,  

 

4. On May 22, 2024, I had to declare a State of 

Emergency due to the devastating drought facing 

the country, to protect the lives and livelihoods of 

our people.  I am pleased to note that the responses 

from your respective Governments were 

overwhelmingly positive. 

 

5. Namibia continues to receive material support and 

assistance from our sister countries and partners.  

In this regard, we warmly thank all your 

governments, institutions, NGOs, and Namibian 

businesses and individuals, who donated 
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generously in many different forms, assisting us to 

cope with the drought calamity. Although the first 

rains have started, we are not yet out of the woods, 

so please continue with your assistance. 

 

 Your Excellencies, 

 

6. During the year, we have reviewed the state of 

implementation of signed legal instruments, joint 

projects and programs through cooperation 

mechanisms such as Bi-National Commissions, Joint 

Commissions of Cooperation and Political and 

Diplomatic Consultations, which we held with many 

of your countries. I understand that while there is 

still room for improvement we are doing well in this 

regard. 

 

7. As many of you are aware, in November 2024, 

Namibia once again concluded successfully its 

Presidential and Parliamentary elections, hence 

today we are proud to have in our midst Her 

Excellency, Dr. Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, Vice 

President and President Elect.  On 21 March 2025, 

we will be celebrating 35 years of our 
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Independence, and at the same time, witness the 

historic inauguration of the 5th President, and the 

first female President of the Republic of Namibia. I 

have no doubt that you will be working with her in 

the same collegial and collaborative manner as per 

our venerable custom since independence. 

 

 Your Excellencies,  

 

8. Namibia was humbled by the confidence and trust 

placed on our Nation by the international 

community, to co-facilitate the Summit of the 

Future, together with the Federal Republic of 

Germany, a task we accepted with humility but also 

with great sense of honour and dignity.  At the UN, 

we adopted the PACT FOR THE FUTURE.  Again, we 

thank the international community for working with 

us on this important global initiative.  

 

9. We were equally humbled to participate in the 2024 

Forum on China-Africa Cooperation from which 

important resolutions ensued to help improve the 

lives of our people, as well as the Hamburg 

Sustainability Conference, that offered me a chance 
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to talk to both the Chancellor and President of 

Federal Republic of Germany on our mutual historic 

relations. 

 

10. At the heart of our bilateral and multilateral 

engagements with your respective countries and 

organisations, economic diplomacy remains a 

crucial mandate of our Government and diplomatic 

missions.  

 

11. Thus, premised on the  SWAPO Party 2024 election 

manifesto themed, “Unity in Diversity: Natural 

Resources Beneficiation and Youth Empowerment 

for  Sustainable Development, we will continue to 

champion key economic initiatives such as green 

hydrogen, nuclear energy, oil and gas, digitalisation, 

agriculture, tourism, and others. We look forward to 

continue working closely with the Diplomatic Corps 

to attract Foreign Direct Investment in the above 

stated areas of mutual interest and benefit.  

 

 Your Excellencies, 

 



 

9 

12. Namibia remains deeply concerned about the wars, 

conflicts and unrests in among others Sudan, 

Mozambique, DRC, Palestine and Ukraine.  Namibia 

will continue to advocate for dialogue to bring 

warring Parties to the negotiating table, thereby 

giving sustainable peace and stability a chance. 

 

13. The current situation in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC) is of great concern to us. This conflict 

has the potential to spill over into a regional conflict.  

We thus, welcome the Extraordinary Summit of the 

SADC Heads of State and Government convened 

today by the Chairperson, President Emmerson 

Mnangagwa in Harare, Zimbabwe, to find a lasting 

solution in our sister SADC country.  In this context, 

Namibia reaffirms the United Nations Charter and 

its principles of resolving disputes amongst nations 

through diplomatic means.  

 

 Your Excellences, 

 

14. As the wonderful memories of recent holidays and 

celebrations are still with us, I wish to seize this 

opportunity to extend my heartfelt best wishes for 



 

10 

the New Year, to you and your families, and through 

you, to your respective Heads of State and 

Governments, and the people of your countries.  

 

15. Once again let me wish all our nations a rewarding 

and fulfilling New Year 2025, ahead of us. 

 

 I thank you 

 

 

 


